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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 12/22/06 has been entered. 

1 Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 12/22/06 have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. Claims 23-31 and 43-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter as follows. 

'Claim 23 embodies functional descriptive material. However, the claim does not provide 
a practical application that produces a useful, tangible, and concrete result, and is thus non- 
statutory for that reason. Any amendment to the claim should be commensurate with its 
corresponding disclosure. 

/ Claims 43-46 are rejected under 35 USC 101 because the independent claim is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. The claim embodies data structure which is considered a signal. 
Such "descriptive material" is not a process, machine, manufacture or composition of matter. 
Further this claim could also be considered non-functional descriptive material that is not 
embodied on a tangible computer readable medium. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
/the United States. 

6. Claims 43-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by LaJoie et al. 
(U.S. 5, 850,218 A). 

Regarding claim 43, LaJoie teaches a data structure (as shown in figure 5) for identifying 
requested information from a multimedia bit stream (e.g., channel selection), said data structure 
comprising: 

a flag field for specifying an information type of said requested information (service type - 
see figure 5; col. 16, lines 42-45) , said information type comprising programming information; 

and , < 

at least one attribute field for specifying an attribute of said requested information 
(parameter reference - see figure 5; col. 16, lines 35-41), said attribute identified by said 
information type from among a plurality of attributes associated with said attribute field, wherein 
each of said plurality of attributes is associated with a different type of information of said 
multimedia bit stream (e.g., video, music, VOD, NVOD); and 

wherein said information type and attribute of said requested information identify a table 
of said multimedia bit stream comprising said requested information (parameter table - see 
figure 5). 

'Regarding claim 44, LaJoie teaches that said table comprises an event information table 
(see figure 5). 
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Regarding claim 45, LaJoie teaches that wherein said at least one attribute field further 
.comprises a table field for specifying a table identifier (e.g., video, split, music, NVOD, VOD 
parameter tables - see figure 5). 

Regarding claim 46, LaJoie teaches that wherein said table identifier is operable to 
specify a cable virtual channel table (see col. 16, lines and 10-28; col. 1 1 , lines 24-32). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 32-42 are allowed. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
the closest prior art, Ludtke (US 6,460,030) teaches method and system for searching through 
descriptive data in the AV/C protocol. Particularly, Ludtke's system comprises a control device 
1 2 sending a search request in command structure to target device 220 as shown in figure 4A. 
Ludtke fails to teach or suggest the detail feature of the command as recited in claim 32. 

9. 'Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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